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Information sheet no: RTO_SE_HDR E01 

A. Risk & Complications / Side Effects  

 

  Brachytherapy is usually well tolerated with fewer side effects as it is focused on a 

smaller area. 

  Side effects are generally specific to the area being treated and may include some 

tenderness and swelling in that location, mild bleeding in relation to operation 

procedure.  The side effects usually disappear within a few weeks. 

  There may be localized pain after brachytherapy applicators are removed. Pain killers 

would be prescribed if needed. 

  You will not become radioactive after treatment.  There is no risk of retaining or 

spreading radioactivity to your family members in the same household. 

  Each patient reacts differently and may experience varying degree of side effect 

intensity.  If you do notice any changes that are concerning it is important for you to 

notify your treatment team. 

 

B.  Extremely Rare Risk and Complications  

 
Depending on the treatment site, short-term serious complications that may possibly 

occur are:  

  Visceral perforation, bleeding, septicaemia.   

 
Depending on the treatment site, long-term serious complications that may possibly 

occur are: 

  Tubular organ stricture. 

  Fistula formation. 

  Mucosal ulcers. 

  Soft tissue fibrosis / necrosis. 

  Bone fracture , osteoradionecrosis 

  Neuropathy leading to numbness and / or loss of muscle power and muscle atrophy 

  
When cranial nerves involved can lead to hoarseness and  / or  impaired tongue 

movement, swallowing , speech. 

  Arterial blow-out or stenosis causing organ dysfunction or leading to death. 

   

 
 Note:  

 

  Radiotherapy can cause teratogenicity. During radiotherapy, both male and female 

patients should take contraceptive measures. 

  Radiotherapy may affect the function of your pacemaker. Please let us know if you have 

a cardiac pacemaker. 

  Radiation-induced tumours may occur, but this is rare. 

  Growth of irradiated area may be affected in children. 
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  On rare occasions, patients may develop severe life threatening complications due to 

radiotherapy and die. 

  It may be possible that the intended treatment outcome cannot be achieved, the disease 

may not be alleviated and it may recur or progress in the future. 

  Despite all precautions, unpredictable and unpreventable adverse outcomes may occur 

after treatment. Please kindly read and fully understand the content above before 

deciding on undergoing the treatment mentioned. 

 


